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“Plenty good ' letter!” cried the In
fun, his fuce hoaming with pride,

I coughed and sald It was Indeed
vigorous. Bteve and the boys fled the
scene,  Now, we knew that Jimmy
wis u good Injun or he wouldn't have
bad oy letter nt all. That grent grave
face, coupling the serlousness of child-
hood and of philosophy, simply offered
an drreslstible tomptation to the writ-
er of the letter, There wus something
pathetle in the way the glgantle sny-
age folded up e treasure and re
placed 1t in bis coat. | think Forsythe
woulil have weakenod Lind ho seen I,
Bull, nfter we laughed, we felt all the
better disposed townrd Jimmy, so 1
don't know but It wae a good form of
Intronduction, after all.  Jimmy wan
looking for work, n subject of resenrch
not genernl to the Injun, but by no
pheans wo rare na his detractors would
make out. He got It. The job was to
glean out Iilly Buck's corrnl. Bteve
found employment for the hands close
to home for the day, that no one ahould
mine the result. 1t Is always bosiness
first on the ranch, und o practical joke
taken precedence over other Inbors
Bteve hung sround the Torenl, where
bo could peek through the chlnks,
Hoarwe whispers Inguiriug, “Anythlug
up yet? were for so long answered in
the negutive that 1t seeinod the duy
had been (n valn, At lnst the welcome
shout rang out: “Injun and deer fight!
Everybody run!” We flew, broathless
with noticipatory chuckles. We lnnded
on top of the shed to witness an in-
spiring seene—ope  long  legged, six
foot and n balf Injun, sultably attired
In & plug Lst, cutaway coat. breech
clout and moccasing, grappling in mor-
tal combiat n large and very angry
deer,

SBplendid  was the exhibition of
strength and agllity we looked upon:

He outdid the wildest of our pitching
harses for a half minute,

but, alas, Its poetry was ripped up the
back by the cutaway coat, the plug
hat and the vnrelated effect of those
long, bare red legs twinkling beneath.

Indirectly it was the plug hat that
ended the battle. At first If Jimmy-
Hit-the-Boltle felt any emotion, wheth-
er joy, resentment, terror or anything
man can feel, his face did not show
it. Oune of the strangest features of
the show was that Immaculately ealm
face suddenly appearing through the
dust clouds, unconsclous of storm and
streas,

At Inst, however, n yank of the
deer's bead—Jimmy had bim by the
borns—caused the plug bat to snap off,
and the next second the deer's sharp
foot went through It. You will remem-
ber Achilles did not get excited untll
big belmet touched the dust. Well,
from whut the cold, pale light of fact
showa of the slae and prowess of those
unclent swaggerers, Jimmy-Hit-the-Bot-
tle conld have pleked Achllles up by
his vulnernble heel and bumped his
bruins out nguinst n tree, and this with-
out straln, so when the pride of his
life, his preclous plug hat, was thus
naltrented his rage was vast In pro-
partion.

His oyes shot streaks of black lHght.
ning. He twisted the deer's head slde-
ways and with o leap landed on his
back. Once there he selzed an ear be
tween his strong teeth and shut down.
We rose to our feet and yelled. It was

wonderful, but chaotle, 1 would defy
a moving pleture ecamera fo resolve
that tornado Into Its elements of deer
and Injun, We were consclous of curl
ous Nlusions, such as a deer with a
dozen heads growlng out of all parts
of n body ns spherical as this owur
earth, and an Injun with legs that ve-
toed nll laws of gravitation and apat-
omy.

Poor Billy Buck! He outdld the
wildest of our pitehing horses for a
half minute, but the two bundred and
odd pounds hie had on hig back told,
He couldn't hold the galt Jimmy
wrapped those long legs around him,
the deer's tall In.one bhand, the horn in

touth, and whited in grimn determings
tlon. “"Meabaann!" wnld the deer,
dropplng to his kuees,

Jimmy got off him, Billy pleked him-
pelf up and senmpéred to the other end
of the corral, shaking bis hend,

The Injun stralghtened himself up,
moking ap effort to druw a vell of
modesty over the pride that shone In
his eyos,

“Honh!” be sald. "Fool doeer tackle
Tatonka-Butah!" (*“Tatonkn Butsab,” or
Btrong Bull, wan the more postie title
of Jimmy-HIit-the-Bottle among his own
klnd.)

He then gravely punched his plug
bat loto some kind of shape gnd re-
sumed his work, .

We pltched In and bought Jimmy &
phiny new plug hat, which will lead
me far afleld if I don't drop the sub-
jeot.

Well, he wios master of Mr. Blly
Buck, When he entered the corrl, the
doer dtopped rapldly up {o thé farther
corner and atayed there.

Now came the broadening of Billy's
eareer, A certnln man in onr nearést
town kept a hotel pear the rallroad
depot, For the henefit of the passen
gorn who hind to stop there n half hour

for menls and recrention this man had
| n wort of moenpgerte of the anlmals
| naturnl to the eountry., There were o
| benr, i mountain lon, severnl coyotes,

swifts, antelope, deer and n big tim
| ber wolf, all In & wire net Inclosed |
park.
It so happened thap Bteve met Mr.
D., tha hotel proprietor, on one of his
trips to town and told him what &
splendid deer he had out at the ranch,
| Mr. D. becnme instontly possessed of
' & desire (o own the marvel, and a bar
| guin wan concluded on the spot. Billy
| by this time had shed bis borns and
| wan all that conld be wished for in the

wny of nmiabllity, We tied his logs
Il together and shipped him to town In a

Wagon

Bteve did not trick Mr. D. He told

'blm plaiuly that the deer was n dan-
gerous customer and that to be care
| ful was to retain a whole skin, but
|IUI|‘ hotel proprietor, a little fat, pom-
| pous man, with a big bass volee—the
| kind of a man who could have made
the world In three days and rested
from the fourth to the seventh lncly-
| mlve bnd it beeo pecessary —thought he
knew somethiog of the deer character,
| "That beautiful creature, with s
| mild eyes and bumble mien, hurt any
Lone? Nonsense!"
1 Bo he had & fne collar made for
| Bllly, with bis name oo & sllver plate,
and then led bim around town at the
end of u chaln, belng n vain lttle man
who liked to attract attention by any
| myallable weans, All worked well un
tll the next fall, Mr, D. was lulled In-
to false wecurity by the docllity of his
pet und allowed him the freedom of the
clty regardless of protest.

Then came the spectacular end of

Bllly's easy life. It occurred on an-
other warm autumn day. The passen-
gern of the noon traln from the eust
were ussembled In the hotel dinlpg
room, puttiug away supplies as fast as
posalble, the train belng Iate. The
room was crowded, the walters rush.
|1ng, Mr, B, swelling with Importance.
Billy entered the room unnoticed In
| the goneral hurry. A negro walter
passed him, holding two londed trays.
Perhaps he brushed agalnst Billy; per-
haps Blily didu't even veed a provoca:
tion. At any rate as the walter started
down the room Bllly smote him from
behind, anud diuner was served!
{  When the two truy loads of hot cof-
|ru, potatoes, soup, chicken and the
rest of the bill of fare landed all over
the vedrest table of guests there was a
commotion. Men leaped to their feet,
with words that showed they were no
gentlemsn, making frantic efforts to
wipe away the scaldlng liquids tric
kling over them, The Iadlea shrieked
and were tearful over the ruin of their
pretty gowns,

Mr. D. on the spot Instantly quieted
his guests as best be could on the one
band and berated the walter for a
clumay, clubfooted baboon on the oth-
er, Explanation was difficult If not
lmpossible, Arms few, hard words
flew, the male guests were not back-
ward In addiog thelr say. Then, even
a8 I bhnd been before, the colored man
wias vindleated,

Suddenly two women and a man
sprang on top of the table and yelled
for help, Mr., D, looked updn them
open wouthed. The thres on top of the
table clutched one another and howled
In unison. Mr. D.'s eye fell on Bllly,
erent up, warllke In demeanor, and
also on n well dressed man backing
rapldly under the table,

A flash of understanding Illumined
Mr, D, The deer evidently felt a lit-
tle playful, but it wonld never do un-
der the clreumstances., “Come here,
sir!" be commanded, Billy only lived
to obey such a command, as 1 have
wbown, But this time Mr. D. recog:
plged a difference and went about
Hke a crack yacht, He had Intentions
of reaching the door, Billy cut off re.
treat. Mr. D, thought of the well dress
od man und dived under the table
Those who had stood uncertain, seeing
this line of actlon taken by one wh
knew the customs of the country
prompily imitated him, The passc
gers of the eastern express were ¢

sconced under the tables, with the ex
eeption of a handful who had pre
ferred getting on top of them,

Outalde three cow punchers  who
chanced to be riding by were perfeot
ly astonlshed by the uolses that came
from that hotel. They dismounted and
Investigateld, When tley saw the feel
projecting frony benenth the cloths and
the groups In stnfuesque poses nbove
they concluded not to Interfere,  al
though strongly urged by the victims.

“You are cownnls!" eried the man

Joytully acquiesced and sald, "llr'il
‘o, boy!" to the deer,

Meunwhile the express and the Unit-
ed Btutes mnll were waltlng. 'The
conductor, watch in hand, strode up
and down the platform, |

"What do you suppose they're dolng !
over there?" he uskod his brakeman. ‘

The brakemnn shrugged his ghoul
ders, “Ask them punchers,” he replied,

The conductor |lifted hin  volee.
“What's the matter?’ he called.

“Ohb, come npd see! Come and seefl” |
sald the punchers. “It's too good to
telll” . !

The conduetor shut bis wateh with a |
snap. “Five minutes lnte” Ne sald, |
“Pete, go and bustle them people over |
bere. 1 wiart In three minutes by the
watch.” |

“Bure,” wald Pete nnd  slouched
acrows.  Pete wan wurprised ot the
pight thut met his gaze, but orders
‘wore orders, e wolked up and klek-
od Billy, at the same time shouting:
AN abogrd for the west! Git o wiggle
on yer!" ,

The mnu owed Lis life to the fact
that the deer eonld ot no foothold on
the slippery hordwood floor; otherwise
be would haye beeu gered to death,
As It wan, Billy treled to push, and his
foet shot out, Mun apd deer came to
the floor together, the brakeman hold-
Ing bl The passengers bolled out of
the hotel ke o wountuln torrent. The
punchers, tiluking thet the manp was
In danger, sprong through the win
dows and tied the deer, Pete gasped
bis thanks and bustled out to entch his
traln. No one win left but Bllly, the
punichers, the walters and Mr, D,

“Thix  yvour deer?' lnquired
punchiers of the lutter

“IC 1S sald Mr. ). “Take him out
and bang lilm, Don't shoothim, Hang
bim!"

“All right replied the punchers.
They took Billy out and turned him |
loose In the deer pen,

“Reckon the old man ‘Il feel better
ghout It tomorrow,” they sdld.

And It eame to puss that the old man
did feel botter, so Dlly woas spared.
Perhops If you hove fraveled to the
west you hnve seen lilm, n noble rep-
resentative of his kind, Well, this |s
his private history, which his looks be-
e,

the

A Horse's Nose.

A man at the horse market recently
refused to by an apparently desirable
animul on the ground that “be had a
Romuan nose,”

“A horse's nose tells a whole lot
about his disposition,” sald the reader
of equine character. “An animal with
a promipent nose has courage and
stubboruness fn equal proportion; con-
sequently he makes n first class balker.
Noses of the pancake vorlety Indieate
meekness. A nose that ls wide be-|
tween the eyes denotes trustworthl-
pess. A generally viclous temperament
accompunies the nose that narrows at
the top. Horses that run away, bite
thelr uelghbors and kick the dash-
board Into flinders have that type of
pnose. A borse with broad, flaring nos-
trile Is a high liver: also he ls lazy.
The thin, sensitive nostrils belong te
racers and high class carrlage horses,
Fire department horses usually bave
the aristocratic pasal lines, Deep horl-
sontal ridges lu a borse's nose Indleate
bumility and even solemuity. Minis-
ters' horses and thosoe dreiven by under-
takers are frequently marked by that
pecullurity, Of course, there are ex-
ceptions to thoze deductions, but tak-
en all o nll the thoronghgolng horse- |
men will prononnee them about right™ |
=New York Post i
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Carrieg the Finest Line of

Wines,
Liquors
and
Cigars

CALL AND SEE US

BAMBOO
FURNITURE

PAPER RACKS,
TABLES,
STANDS.
CHAIRS,
EIC,
HAND MADE, ELEGANTLY
FINISHED.

Yokohama Bazaar
X Commoerolal Blreal, Astoria

MEN AND WOMEN, |

Uso Plg € for unnature) |
dincharues, inflnmmations, |
itritations or ulearstions
of mucous membranes,

Painloss, anil not astrine

gont or palsonous,

Nold by Druggiets, |
or pant in plain wrapper, r
by express, mmld fry
100, o il st $1.3
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Thoroughly Illustrated

By 265 Actual Photographs
taken at the time of the Awful
Catastrophe

This great book which retails at $1.60
and so much desired by every one is now
offered as a premium with

The
Morning Astorian

In order to get the Book subscribe for
the MORNING ASTORIAN atthe regular
subscription rate, 66¢ a month and &0c
‘addditional to cover cost of express-
age. Old subscribers can get this
book by paying the additional charge of 50c.

Only a limited number of books
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avoid the rush. Y i i3k Wit

will be given away---come. early and
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